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INDEX  TO  SNCW  COURSES 


NUMBERS 


NAME 


ELEVATION 


NUMBERS 


NAME 


ELEVATION 


NUMBERS 


NAME 


ELEVATION 


SNAKE  RIVER 

1.  Bear  Creek  7,800 

2.  Fox  Creek  6,800 

4.  76  Creek  .  .  .  .  .   .  .7,100 

5.  Gold  Creek  6,600 

6.  Big  Bend  6,700 

OWYHEE  RIVER 

1.  Lower  Buckskin  ....  6,700 

2.  Upper  Buckskin  ....  7,200 

3.  Ifertin  Creek  6,700 

4.  Granite  Peak  7,800 

5.  Gold  Creek  6,600 

6.  Big  Bend  6.700 

7.  Fry  Canyon  6,700 

8.  Rodeo  Flat  6,800 

9.  Lower  Jack  Creek  .  .  .  6,800 

10.  Upper  Jack  Creek  .  .  .  7,250 

11.  Tremewan  Ranch  ....  5,700 

12.  Taylor  Canyon    ....  6,200 

UPPER  HUMBOLDT  RIVER 

1.  Bear  Creek  7,800 

2.  Fox  Creek  6,800 

4.  76  Creek  7,100 

5.  Gold  Creek  ......  6,600 

6.  Big  Bend  6,700 

7.  Fry  Canyon  6,700 

8.  Rodeo  Flat  6,800 

9.  Lower  Jack  Creek..  .  .  6,800 

10.  Upper  Jack  Creek  .   .  .7,250 

11.  Tremewan  Ranch  ....  5,700 

12.  Taylor  Canyon     ....  6,200 

13.  Lower  Trout  Creek*  .  .  6,900 

14.  Upper  Trout  Creek.  •  .  8,500 

15.  Dorsey  Basin  8,100 

IS.    Ryan  Ranch  5,800 

17.  Diy  Creek  6,500 

18.  Lamoille  #1  7,100 

19.  Lamoille  #2  7,300 

20.  Lamoille  #3     .....  7,700 

21.  Lamoille  #4  8,000 

22.  Lamoille  #8  8,700 

23.  Green  I«buntain  ....  8,000 

24.  Harrison  Pass  #1  .  .  .  6,600 

25.  Harrison  Pass  #2  .  .  .  7,400 

26.  Corral  Canyon.  ....  8,500 


TRUCKEE  BASIN 

l»(Cal.)  Granite  Peak  .  .  . 

2.  (Cal.)  Independence  Lake. 

3.  (Cal.)  Webber  Peak     .  .  . 

4.  (Cal.)  Donner  Summit.  .  . 

5.  (Cal.)  Ward  Creek  .  .  .  . 

6.  (Cal.)  Webber  lake.  .  .  . 

7.  (Cal.)  Sage  Hen  Creek  .  . 

8.  (Cal.)  Tahoe  City  .  .  .  . 

9.  (Cal.)  Truckee  #2  • .  .  .  . 

10.  (Cal.)  Independence  Creek 

11.  (Cal.)  Boca  Hi  ..... 

12.  (Cal.)  Furnace  Flat  .  .  . 

13.  (Cal.)  Fordyce  Lake  .   .  . 

14.  (Cal.)  Soda  Springs  .  .  . 

15.  (Cal.)  Independence  Camp. 

16.  Mt.  Rose  ..... 

17.  (Cal.)  Truckee  Ranger 

Station.  . 

18.  (Cal.)  Donner  Lake.  .  .  . 

19.  Big  Meadows.  .  •  . 

20.  Little  Valley.  .  . 

LOWER  COLORADO  RIVER 


8,200_ 

8,450 ' 

8,000 

6,900 

7,000 

7,000 

6,500 

6,250 

6,400 

6,300 

5,900 

6,600 

6,500 

6,750 

7,000 

9,000 

6,000 
5,950 
8,800 
6,300 


1. 

Rainbow  Canyon  .  . 

.   .  7,80C 

2. 

Lee  Canyon  #1     .  . 

.   .  8,300 

u. 

Lee  Canyon  jf=2     .  . 

.   .  9,000 

5. 

Rainbow  Canyon  ^2. 

.   .  6,100 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Mathew  Canyon     .  . 

.   .  6,000 

9. 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

6. 
7. 


EASTEPJ;'  NEVADA 


Cave  Creek  ......  7,000 

Hager  Canyon  .....  8,500 

Murray  Sujnmit.   ....  7,250 

Baker  #1   7,950 

Baker  #2   8,950 

Baker  ffZ   9,250 

Berry  Creek   9,100 

Bird  Creek   7,500 

LOWER  HUlVlBOLDT  RIVER 


1. 

Lower  Buckskin  .  .  .  • 

6,700 

2. 

Upper  Buckskin  •  .  .  . 

7,200 

3. 

6,700 

4. 

7,800 

5. 

Lamance  Creek     .  .  •  . 

6,600 

6. 

7,200 

7. 

Big  Creek  Camp  Ground. 

6,000 

8. 

Big  Creek  Mine  .  .  .  . 

7,000 

9. 

Upper  Big  Creek.  .   .  . 

8,000 

10. 

7,500 

11. 

8,500 

CARS CM  BASIN 

l»(Cal.)  Carson  Pass.  .  .  .  8,600 

2.  (Cal.)  Poison  Flat.  .   .  .7,900 

3.  (Cal.)  Blue  lakes  ....  8,000 

NOROHERN  GREAT  BASIN 

1.  Bald  Mountain     ....  6,720 

2.  Disaster  Peak     ....  6,500 

WALKER  BASIN 

1.  (Cal,)  Center  Mountain.  .  9,400 

2.  (Cal.)  Sonora  Pass.  .  .  .  8,800 

3.  (Cal.)  Buckeye  Forks.  .  .  8,500 

4.  (Cal.)  Virginia  Lakes  .  .  9,500 

5.  (Cal.)  Willow  Flat.  .  .  .  8,250 

6.  (Cal.)  Buckeye  Roughs  .  .  7,900 

7.  (Cal.)  Leavitt  Meadows.  .  7,200 

8.  (Cal.)  Tioga  Pass  ....  9,900 


1.  (Cal.) 

2.  (Cal.) 

3.  (Cal.) 

4.  (Cal.) 

5.  (Cal.) 

7.  (Cal.) 

8.  (Cal.) 

9.  (Cal.) 

10.  (Cal.) 

11.  (Cal.) 

12.  (Cal.) 
13. 

14. 
15. 
16. 


TAHOE  BASIN 

Lake  Luc  i 1 le 
Rubicon  #1  . 
Hagans  Meadow 
Freel  Bench. 
Ward  Creek  . 
Upper  Truckee 
Tahoe  City  . 
Rubicon  f2  . 
^^ubicon  #3  . 
^^ichardsons  #2 
Echo  Summit. 
Marlette  Lake 
Daggetts  Pass 
Glenbrook  1tZ 
Mt.  Rose  .  . 


8,400 
8,100 
8,000 
7,500 
7,000 
6,400 
6,250 
7,500 
6,700 
6,500 
7,500 
8,000 
7,350 
6,900 
£,000 


CENTRAL  GREAT  BASIN 


1. 

Clark  Canyon.  . 

.  9,000 

2. 

Trough  Springs. 

.  3,500 

3. 

(Cal.) 

McAfee  Forks.  . 

.  7,500 

I4. 

(Cal.) 

Roberts  Ranch  . 

.  8,500 

5. 

(Cal.) 

Goat  Springs.  . 

.  10, "500 

6. 

(Cal.) 

Sage  Hen  Flats. 

.  10,500 

7. 

(Cal.) 

Ranger  Station. 

.  9,500 

8. 

(Cal.) 

White  Mountain. 

.  13,000 
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March  1,  19149 
HlELB/iIlTOY  VaTER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 

k 

1^   ^'L         ^i.  j"L         -  -   -y*  -'I.         .^'^         ^'t-  ^4.         -><-         ■>t.   ^i.         ^i.   j^i.  ^i,   -"'L  jc 

March  1,  19U9,  snow  surveys  show  above  average  snow  stored  -x- 

-X-  water  at  low  elevations  tliroughout  the  State,  High  elevation  -x- 

snow  ran.ges  from  below  average  for  this  date  in  the  Sierra  to  ^ 
-X-  above  average  in  Central  and  Eastern  Nevada.     In  general,  heavy-^^ 

-X-  snow  coTcr  is  due  to  record  low  temperatures,  as  preipitat-  -x- 

-X-  ion  since  October  has  been  below  norraa]..    Moisture  stored  in  -x- 

-X-  soil  is  very  low  throughoub  mos.t  of  the  State,  Storage  in  im-  -x- 

-X-  portant  reservoirs  on  March  1  has  not  been  so  low  since  1936.  -x- 

-X-  As  of  this  date,  the  outlook  for  irrigation  season  water  -x- 

-X-  supplier  raiif'ies  from  poor  in  the  Western  part  of  the  State  to  -x- 

-X-  fair  in  Central  and  good  in  Eastern  Nevada,    Detailed  fore-  -x- 

-X-  casts  will  be  published  in  the  April  1  Snow  Survey  Bulletin,  -x- 


Snake  River  In  Nevada 

Snow  stored  water  on  headwaters  of  Prune au  River  and  Salmon  Falls 
Creek  is  about  1^0  percent  of  average  for  this  date.    Average  snowfall 
during  March  will  produce  very  good  streamflow  throughout  the  summer 
months.    Ov^yhee  River  near  Oviryhee,  Nevada,  should  flow  about  50  per- 
cent above  normal,  for  the  period  April  through  July,    Heavy  drifting 
and  virind  packing  will  tend  to  level  off  midseason  flow  and  maintain 
late  season  runoff. 
Upper  Humboldt  River 

Low  elevation  snow  is  unusually  deep  throughout  the  Upper  Humboldt 
Basin.  Subnormal  precipitation  since  October  caused  a  serious  decline 
in  soil  moisture,  Eaz'ly  snow  coupled  with  very  low  temperatures  to  re-, 
tain  the  snow  blanket  has  protected  the  ground  from  freezing.  Unless 
heavy  rain  falls  on  the  low  snow,  much  of  the  melt  water  will  be  re- 
tained by  the  soil  rather  than  enter  the  stream  systems. 

Snow  stored  water  on  the  northern  feeders  of  Upper  Humboldt  River  ranges 
from  about  twice  average  on  the  lower  elevations  to  about  50  percent 
greater  than  average  at  the  higher  elevations.    Early  indications  are 

-1- 


that  Marys  River,  North  Fork  and  Susie  and  Maggie  Creeks  will  flow 
about  25  percent  greater  than  normal. 

Snow  stored  water  on  the  southern  feeders  ranges  from  about  twice  aver- 
age on  low  elevation  snow    courses  to  about  25  percent  above  average 
at  the  higher  elevations.  Heavy  drifting  and  vdnd  packing  will  tend  to 
level  off  midseason  flow  and  maintain  late  season  runoff. 
Lower  Humboldt 

Present  snow  cover  indicates  that  discharge  of  Lower  Humboldt  River  dur- 
ing the  irrigation  season  will  be  fair.  Rye  Patch  Reservoir  with  a  cap- 
acity of  178,000  acre  feet  contained  56,000  acre  feet  on  March  1.  This 
is  the  lowest  amount  in  storage  since  19U1.    Unless  above  normal  snow 
fall  occurs  during  March,  water  users  dependent  upon  this  reservoir  may 
be  short  of  water* 

The  watershed- above  Paradise  Valley  contains  slightly  greater  than 
average  snow  stored  water  at  the  low  elevations,  while  the  high  snow 
courses  are  slightly  less  than  average.  Deficient  soil  mioisture  and  heavy 
drifting  will  affect  runoff  into  Paradise  Valley  which  will  probably 
be  below  normal. 

Reese  River  snov/  courses  contained  about  tiTice  normal  water  content.  Here 
soil  moisture  is  also  very  lovu    Present  snow  melt  is  being  absorbed  by 
the  soil. 
Eastern  Nevada 

Water  stored  in  snow  above  Clover  and  Ruby  Valleys  in  Elko  County 
p sages  from  125  to  l50  percent  of  average  respectively. 

Two  recently  established  snow  courses  on  Duck  Creek  VJatershed  near 
McGill  contained  about  twice  the  vrater  content  this  year  as  that 


•  i 


f 

\ 


measxired  last  year  on  this  date. 

Snow  stored  water  at  Murray  Summit  above  the  City  of  Ely  was  about 
twice  normal  and  the  same  as  that  measured  in  1936,    This  consists 
of  a  potential  flood  hazard  should  hea\'y  rain  fall  on  the  existing 
snow.    Soil  under  the  snow  is  very  dry  and  not  frozen,  which  is 
conducive  to  absorption  of  much  of  the  existing  snow  pack. 

Low  snow  water  in  the  Snake  Range  of  Eastern  VJhite  Pine  County  is 
about  50  percent  above  average  while  high  snow  is  slightly  less  than 
aver  age . 

Lower  Colorado  River  in  Nevada 

The  Spring  Mo\mtains  near  Las  Vegas  contain  about  li|0  percent  of 
average  snow  Y/ater,    Present  cover  is  the  highest  recorded  in  the 
past  6  years  on  this  date.    Storage  in  Lake  Mead  on  March  1  was 
18,197>000  acre  feet,  or  about  1,000,000  feet  less  than  last  year. 

New  snow  courses  on  Pine  and  Mathew  Canyon  Watersheds  tributary  to 
Meadow  Valley  Wash  near  Caliente,  Nevada,  show  a  very  slight  increase 
in  snow  stored  water  since  February  1.    Soil  beneath  the  snow  is  very 
dry  and  not  frozen.    Unless  heavy  rain  falls  on  the  snow  pack  it 
appears  that  the  soil  will  absorb  mu.ch  of  the  snow  melt. 
Eastern  Slope  Sierra  Nevada 

Measured  snow  water  at  low  elevations  is  greater  than  average  for  this 
date  while  that  at  high  elevations  is  less.    In  as  much  as  high  elev- 
ation snovf  is  the  main  contributor  to  irrigation  season  runoff,  much 
greater  than  normal  snow  fall  is  needed  during  the  next  month  to 
assure  v/ater  supplies  to  meet  all  demands. 


In  general,  reservoir  storage  is  very  low.    Lake  Tahoe  contained 
about  177,000  acre  feet  of  available  storage  on  Ilarch  1.    This  is  the 
lowest  amount  in  storage  on  this  date  since  1936.    Lake  Lahontan 
stored  about  175,000  acre  feet  or  75  percent  of  the  past  ten  year  av- 
erage, which  is  also  the  lowest  amount  in  storage  on  this  date  since 
l?36o      Topaz  reservoir  storing  19,000  acre  feet  v;as  at  its  lowest 
IsT^el  since  1932  and  contained  slightly  over  kO  percent  of  the  last 
ten  year  average  for  this  date,    Bridgeport  reservoir  storing  about 
13,000  acre  feet  was  about  35  percent  of  the  past  ten  year  average. 


ST/.TUS  OF  RESERVOm  STOR  AGE,  I'MCE  1,  19u9 


B.ASIN  MD  RESERVOIR      CAPACITY  THOUS.  ACRE  FEET  USABLE  STORAGE  ABOUT  MAR.l 

STREAM  (Tiious.  10-yr.  ayg. 


a,fO 

19li9 

19^8 

19li.7 

19U6 

1938  -  19h7 

Ov>7-hee 

Wildhorse 

33 

5 

Ih 

19 

12a 

Lo^i-'er  Humboldt 

Rye  Patch 

178 

56 

iiU 

178 

161 

169^ 

Tahce 

Tahoe 

750 

177 

26h 

508 

5U3 

U83 

Carson 

Lahontan 

2^36 

175 

179 

220 

229 

233 

West  Walker 

Topaz 

59 

19 

2h 

h6 

56 

hh 

East  Walker 

Bridgeport 

U2 

13 

21 

la. 

38 

37 

Colorado 

Mead 

27,935 

18,157 

19,1^48 

16,692 

18,275 

19,56U^ 

a  Average  for 
b  -  Average  for 
c  -  Average  for 


years  19iiO-19ii7 
years  19li3-19U7 
years  1939-19U7 
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The  following  organizations  cooperate  in  the  Nevada 
snow  survey  work: 


FEDERAL 

Soil  Conservation  Service 

Forest  Service 

Weather  Bureau 

Bureau  of  Reclac.ation 

Geological  S^arvev 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

ST/TE 

Nevada  State  Engineer 
Nevada  j^,gri cultural  Experiment  Station 
Nevada  Agricultur -al  Extension  Service 
California  Division  of  Water  E.esources 

MUNICIPAL 

City  of  Bunkerville,  Nevada 
City  of  Ely,  Nevada 
City  of  Nes quite,  Nevada 

PUBLIC  UTILITIES 

Sierra  Pacific  Po^-ver  Company 
Wells  Power  Company 
Virginia  City  Water  Company 

OHGAITIZED  PimiC  AGENCIES 

Truckee-Carson  Irrigation  District 
YJashoe  County  Water  Conservation  District 
Walker  River  Irrigation  District 

FRIV/TE  ORGANIZATIONS 

Deep  Springs  School 
Kennecott  Copper  Corp, 
Union  Pacific  Railroad 

Other  organizations  and  individuals  furnish  valuable 
information  for  the  snow  survey  reports <>    Their  coop- 
eration is  gratefully  ackno7»fledged. 
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